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Hr. Ben -iradleo, Sxecutive if itor 
The Wasliing'ton foot 
1150 15 5t., i«U 
Washington, B. C. 2-.xX)5 


Bear nr. Bradlee, 


It i 3 kind of you to take the time from your many obligations to answer. I do 
not say "respond" because you did not respond, anu 1 accept tiiat as a kind of response. 
Instead you seek to defend, and I elect to take that as a healthy sign. If you did not 
have a doubt you do not articulate, I don't think you would. You, personally, have more 
in this than you now understand, Home time ago, when 1 realized it, I tried to cormnuni- 
cate it to you tlirough ^arry, wiio can bo brilliantly caustic without to ,* muck provocation. 

I chose not to fight about it and accepted the arrogance. It is your lato self-concept 
that was at issue, not mine of Larry 1 a. 

I do not rerJLly believe your precise words, "I followed your questioning of the barren 
Commission more closely tlurn you thought." I don't tiiink you have really "followed" it 
at all. You may think you have, but it can’t be much bettor than through what you 
printed by syndication or in some other second-hand way. AV egaroJLoss of what you tliink of 
my work, it has stood some remarkable tests and today I'll subject my very earliest to 
aiiy reasonable teat you select. Or have you forgotten how all this started, with Larry 
and Ban Kurzman taking a single sheet of question I had written out to Howard V/iilens and 
coming back entirely unsatisfied on any single point? 


I can speak for none of the others you liavo in mind who /'/confuse and disrupt" you. 

Leponding on how you mean "disrupt", that can be good. I think thou entire subject siiould 

dispu£t concerned people. If I did not consider you one I'd not waste time in writing. 

If thore is anything I have sola or written that confuses you, I will face any confrontation 
you would ljUe to resolve the confusion. Including La t timer. Joe Borkin triad it some years 
ago, when he was National Press Club speakers ’-bureau chairman. Ho couldn't got anyone to 
do it. Hobody. aak him. I am not bragging. If you think X ora, try to arrcuige anything along 
this line with any expert you want on the other side, in public or in private. You arc an 

important man. I regard this as an important subject, in many way 3. I don 1 1 think you 

choul a suffer any confusion, as a matter of fact, the one tiling - placed inyour hand in the 
spring of 1 ( J66 i ss some thing you have not concerned yousolf with, how th£ FBI could make 
its definitive report on the assassination of a President without ac*.ount%or iiis known 
wounds. But I am far pa. t tliat kind of tiling in my investigation:; and research. 


u nless Lattinor'a keiddent and Staff *'hvsiciaft piece is unlike his other writing, 
and I can't say because while promising me a copy, he has not provided it, you do your 
critical faculties no credit in your comment ozi hin. iiio eariior work ia a scientific 
fraud and only tlioso so king copouts would fail to detect it. If you want chapter and verse, 
pi .ase ask. It is further oisr* putable in the complete fabrication of sources, ue is a 
radical-right "thinker" who invents wliat is congenial to Ills preconceptions, rloaae take 
me literally on this and I again invito challenge. I can put his own letter in yourvhnnd 
admitting the fabrication, nut to refer again to hi a first work, if you do not of your 
o wn knowledge understand tide stipulations of the Beneva convention on "humanitarian" 
warfare, certainly your rather blitter tiian average staff can como up with it. Understand- 
ing* the requirements imposed on military' ammunition, than a id-: th*., relevance of a laboratory 
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slicing - and with fine lab oipiipmont yet - of the core of a military round when the 
question allegedly adviressed jck is the bullet’s behavior on the striking of bone* Or 
whether the fact that in the lab ultra- tliin slices can be mado has anythi/ig to do vritli the 
weight of actual fragments allegedly shod, or their dimensions as compared with thox 
alleged source. I am likewise familial- with Hat imer* a comments on seeing what ho alone 
had offered to him, despite his admitted disqualification U liave it on tape) under the 
contract by which it was hidden. I give you u simple clialicngei get your library to give 
you fred Graham’s exclusive on it f read the third graph, and ask yourself if it is at 
all possible. You don’t nood aiiytliing more tlian Hattiner to disprove him, hi a competence. 

Ills honesty or, if you have the whole thing without the advertised product, Ills purpose, 
he says that looking at the pictures and -Uraya proves wiio fired what shots. That neither 
your x>aper nor any other of which 1 know asked any question about this does not confuse or 
disrupt me. I have com.; to expect ouch things. I do hope the day will come when you cannot. 

You say you wonder what X a m really driving at. In simplified form, subject to expansion 
should you want it, the* integrity of a system of society. It is neither more complicated 
nor sinister. If your roots came from where mine do, you might understand it better. I r.m 
the first of my familjr bom in tlii.: country, ori both isidea. 

In your own way, I am confident you have a similar feeling. The difference is that 
your feelings and sophistication are selective. Lattiiaer is an example. He says wliat you 
find congenial and you lose you critical faculties, a- typical for any newspaperman, more 
so for an experienced editor. 

There is a simple manner/ we G c\ai resolve some of tills. To use Jr our own words, it 
should not oonfuao you. It should eliminate most if not all the confusion. I do not 
think it will not dispute you. 1 believe it will, anu it should. I iiave but a single 
condition J complete and total confidentiality. I vd.ll put in your hands official documents 
that wore witldield from the warren Uomrdssion itself, before I go further, I ask you to 
consider wliat 1 am saying if I say anythin/* was withheld from the Warren Commission. I 
did not steal thorn. I have a ciiain of covering letters. It took mo years to locate and 
then obtain thta. Tills can tales as little of 3 to 5 minutes of your time, depending on 
your interest. If this sample interest you, «*• have more. * have in none only enough to 
end your confusion. I neither ask nor want publicity, quite the opposite. If you then 
want to go further, I will take the time. *uid whatever I tell you I will back up with 
prosf tiiat is at least reasonable (I think it will in every case bo beyond rational question- 
ing). In the ,;u, f if not now, I think tiiat aside from the reiiponsibilitieo of your position, 
you have an unrecognized personal stake in tliis. If I have no hop of gottiu., it printed, 
it is a matter I have f o ind it necessary to address in my writing, and tint I have done. I 
have no reluctance in allowing it to you, sliould that interest you. It may bo no more than 
an historical record, .-aid it is not recent writing. 

I understand there can be nothing personal in tills for ue. I expect no tiling. The 
record is clear enough. I ronina you of a bits an unreported sun ary judgment against 
the Department of Justice (when did your paper last report one?); confiscation of court 
records by the government; certification by the Department of Justice tiiat the acting attor- 
ney General i3 a liar, and tills in the federal court of appeals. If none of those tilings 
xxx news to your paper, do I need anytliing spelled out? 

On the other side, I am without income and deep, in debt. I can’t make tlie 50 mile trip 
to Washington without increasing my debt, hut I ask and oxpodt no tiling. bxcept preservation 
of Liy confidence, l would liic.- to lay to rest two words in your letter, ’’confusion” as 
applied to you and ’’divisive” as applied to ne. Your pap^r is to - important in our society 
for mo not to wont to attempt tills, and you are to*.< important in your paper. 

Whether or not you accept, 1 would ap reeiate a copy of tills latest Hat ..iiu.r. .aid I 
v/il •• , if you accept, go to Washington any tine of the day or nijht, at your convcni- ncc. 

since roly, Hurold iveisbvrg 


